158        THE STUDENTS OF INDIA

self-government. The war in Europe came as a
testing time, and proved to be the occasion for
the Indian students and leaders of all classes,
both in British India and the native states, to
show their loyalty to the existing Government
by their splendid willingness, demonstrated in
offerings of treasure and of life, to take their full
share in the defence of the Empire. While a few
Indian students dream of a Utopian independent
state under the leadership of their own caste or
province or race, the vast majority look forward
to India's becoming a self-governing member of
the British Empire, taking her place beside
Canada and having her due representation in an
Imperial Parliament.

Ill

When we turn to the moral life of the students
we find it defective owing to the destructive
effect of a purely secular education; to the
breakdown of the sanctions of religion, which
rested too often upon an irrational basis that
crumbled at the touch of modern science; and
to the unhealthful environment of student life.
As we have seen in the preceding chapter, the
present Government of India desires to place
the formation of character among Indian
scholars in the forefront of its policy, recognizing